¥10¢Z 439IN31d3S

ironment
G N

Vi

INJINSSISSY TVNSIA B 3dVISANY
1SV3 INOLSH3AAIY

Planning &

En

PLACE
PLANNING
ENVIROI\:MENT

DES

NSwW




Riverstone East
Landscape & Visual Assessment

PLACE Design Group

Level 1 81 York Street
Sydney NSW 2000

Tel: +61 2 9290 3300

Fax: +61 2 9262 6108
www.placedesigngroup.com

Revision Date Description By Chk  App
01 26.09.14 Draft Report - For review PK DM DM
02 24.10.14 Draft Report - Revised as per DP & | comments  PK DM DM

= PLACE s

PLANNING DESIGN ENVIRONMENT




Executive Summary

Introduction

The visual and landscape analysis study has been prepared for the De-
partment of Planning and Environment as a part of the preparation of an
Indicative Layout Plan for the Riverstone East Precinct. The Riverstone East
Precinct (hereafter know as the site) is part of Sydney’s North West Growth
Centre. The NSW Government has identified the Precinct of Riverstone
East to accommodate approximately 5,300 dwellings or in the order of
15,000 future residents. There is potential for this to increase. Further op-
portunity will be provided to review the final draft ILP for exhibition and
provide comment.

This report has been prepared in close consultation with the project master
planning team and with reference to previous studies with regards to the
close proximity of the historically and culturally significant Rouse Hill House
Estate located to the north east in the adjoining Precinct of Area 20.

Structure of the Report

The Landscape and Visual Analysis report aims to set out the following:

Analysis and mapping of existing conditions;

Visual sensitivity assessment of the site;

Opportunities and constraints with regard to future development and pos-
sible mitigation measures or objectives to help reduce the impact of said
development on Rouse Hill House Estate (RHHE) and the prevailing rural
landscape character of the site.

Background

The Riverstone East Precinct is approximately 659 ha and is located
within the eastern portion of the North West Growth Centre. A signifi-
cant part of Riverstone East Precinct falls within a defined catchment
called the Visual Heritage Curtilage of one of Australia’s most significant
historical rural homesteads, Rouse Hill House and the surrounding Rouse
Hill Regional Park. The heritage curtilage was developed to protect

the existing cultural landscape which forms the historic context to the

regional Estate.

Rouse Hill House

Rouse Hill Estate is located on one of the highest ridge lines in the area.
The house enjoys expansive views of the surrounding landscape which is
typified by low rolling hills dotted with remnant native woodland mainly
on the ridge lines and shallow valleys predominately cleared of vegetation
for rural and pastoral use. Distant views offer up glimpses of the lower
Blue Mountains to the west, the Hornsby Plateau to the north and filtered
views east towards the coast. Seen from afar the homestead is visually
identified by the landmark planting of Araucaria cunninghamii (Hoop Pine)
surrounding the house.
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The cultural landscape of Riverstone East has developed as a rural land-
scape over the past 200 years with constantly evolving pastoral practices
and declining Cumberland Plain Woodland.

The remnant cultural landscape acts as an important reminder of our
historic land use practices and the importance of farming as an economic
enterprise in the history of Sydney.

Areas of visual sensitivity

This study identifies and describes the sensitivity of the landscape from
a selection of vantage points or viewpoints within Riverstone East. Areas
classified with having high to very high levels of sensitivity will require
innovative measures to help mitigate the effect of future development
on culturally and environmentally significant areas. Less sensitive areas
would be able to be developed while following strict planning controls
and guidelines

Woodlands and topography

The Cumberland Plain and Alluvial Woodland vegetation communities
occur within some significant locations within the Precinct and provide
effective landscape and visual buffers to sensitive areas and help provide
the landscape character of the site. All efforts should be taken to retain
and strengthen the woodland character of the site as it will assist in miti-
gating the effects of future development in and around the RHHE and
from external views into the Precinct.

Protecting the ridge line landscape

The most significant tracts of woodland vegetation are found along and
surrounding the two major ridge line that dissect the site. This tall wood-
land currently provides a visual buffer to the RHHE and helps to define the
rural character of the Estate. To ensure that the rural context is retained
the woodlands located along the ridge lines are recommended to be
retained and where circumstances permit, further enhanced.
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1.0 Introduction:
(Refer to Figure 1)

The Riverstone East Precinct is one of a
number of planned land release areas with-
in the larger North West Growth Centre.
The Precinct is located approximately 40 km
to the north west of the Sydney CBD and is
surrounded by the suburbs of Riverstone to
the west and south west, Vineyard to the
north west, Box Hill to the north and north
east, Area 20/Rouse Hill to the east, south
east, Alex Avenue to the south and Scho-
fields to the south west. Riverstone East lies
within the Blacktown Local Government
Area (LGA).

The Riverstone East Precinct is approxi-
mately 659 ha and is located within the
eastern portion of the North West Growth
Centre. Once fully developed the Precinct
is expected to house in the order of 5,300
dwellings for approximately 15,000 future
residents. There is potential for this to in-
crease to approximately 5,600 dwellings.

One of the Precinct planning process objec
tives is to develop a Indicative Layout Plan
(ILP) which is to be informed by various
specialist studies including this Landscape
and Visual Analysis report. This report will
provide the master planners of the ILP with
a visual analysis of the site and provide a
series of recommendations for the protec-
tion of the Precinct’s visual, environmental,
and cultural landscape.
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1.1 Purpose of this Report:

PLACE Design Group has been commis-
sioned to provide a visual and landscape
analysis of the Riverstone East Precinct.
The aim of the study is to assist with the
identification and assessment of the visual
and landscape qualities of the Precinct.
This study is important in order to identify
the environmental and cultural landscape
character of the Precinct so as to better
understand and preserve these qualities
during the planning process. Future devel-
opment is required to consider the local
and regional impact of development upon
the perceived landscape character of the
Precinct.

The visual analysis describes the scenic
qualities of the Precinct which is then used
to determine the visual effect, sensitivities
and potential impact of any future develop-
ment on the current landscape setting.

1.2 Visual & Landscape Analysis
Obijectives:

In accordance with the project brief pro-
vided by the Department of Planning and
Environment, the objectives of the visual
and landscape analysis are:

e To identify and assess the visual and
landscape qualities of Riverstone East;

e To ensure that the potential develop-
ment of the land adequately takes into
consideration the local and regional
impacts of any development;

e To ensure that any planning for future
development considers the visual
impact of the development on the cul-
turally sensitive Rouse Hill House Estate
and its surrounding curtilage;

e To identify various areas within the
Precinct that would be suitable for
various types of development includ-
ing housing, higher density dwellings,
village centres and public open space
from a scenic, cultural and landscape
perspective;

e To provide clear set of guidelines with
recommendations for the urban devel-
opment of the Riverstone East Precinct.

1.3 Methodology:

The study identifies the scenic qualities of
the site. Views, both to and from the site,
are evaluated with special consideration
given to the impacts of views from the
Rouse Hill House Estate. Significant view
corridors, vantage points within the site
and their potential impacts are identified.
Based on these findings and related visual
analysis of Riverstone East, development
and design recommendations are provided
to guide the development through visu-
ally sensitive areas. The methodology of
the study is given below with a chapter by
chapter description of the reports structure
and approach:

Chapter 1 - Introduction

This chapter provides a summary of the
background information to the report in-
cluding work methodology and the struc-
ture of the document.

Chapter 2 - Analysis

This chapter summarises the regional and
local context, visual and landscape analysis
that defines the landscape character of
the Precinct and sub precinct’s within the
study area. This information is obtained
through site inspections, photographic
assessments, research into existing stud-
ies and from technical studies commis-
sioned by the Department of Planning and
Environment. Topography, site character,
landscape features, ecology, heritage and
other contributing factors inform the visual
and landscape character assessment in this
report.

Chapter 3 - Visual Analysis

This chapter provides the important visual
assessment of views and vantage points as
identified in the previous chapter. Visual
sensitivity, based on the natural features
of the landscape and their visual qualities
from certain vantage points are described
in this chapter.

The visual impact is analysed in relation to
the visual sensitivity and visual effect. The
method is a qualitative approach and is
detailed in Chapter 3.

In summary:

e The first step is to analyse the visual
sensitivity and visual effect. Visual sen-
sitivity refers to the character of a view-
point. Visual effect is the relationship
between the location and the proximity
of the viewpoint. This step involves the
analysis of the level of visual sensitivity
and the visual effect from the impor-
tant viewpoints identified with some
consideration given to the views from
Rouse Hill House Estate.

e The second step is to identify the
important viewpoints from which the
landscape character is analysed.

e Finally, the last step is to analyse the
potential visual impact. This include rat-
ing the visual sensitivity and visual ef-
fects from levels of ‘Nil’ to ‘Very High.’

Chapter 4 -
Opportunities and Constraints

Chapter 4 reviews the Government’s inten-
tion to develop this Precinct for additional
housing. It also summarises the opportuni-
ties and constraints of the development
site based around flood zone protection,
woodland protection and visual mitigation
methods.

Chapter 5 - Objectives

This chapter provides objectives and
strategies to support the visual mitigation
methods.

Chapter 6 - Conclusion

This chapter concludes that sensitive and
sustainable development is required for the
Riverstone East Precinct for the benefit of
the immediate and future generations.
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1.4 Statutory Requirements:

The following are some of the main statu-
tory instruments that are used to reflect the
long term planning strategies at State and
Local levels. These instruments provide the
statutory basis for managing all future de-
velopment within Riverstone East Precinct.

State:

Environmental Planning & Assessment
Act 1979 (EP&A Act)

Sydney Region Growth Centres Envi-
ronmental Planning Policy or (Growth
Centres SEPP) 2006

Growth Centres Development Code
2006

Threatened Species Conservation Act
1995 (TSC Act)

Local:

Blacktown Local Environmental Plan
1988
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1.5 Biodiversity Conservation
Assessment:

Of most significance to this visual and land-
scape analysis report is biodiversity certifica-
tion order put in place by the Minister of
the Environment under s.126G of the TSC
Act.

The biodiversity report prepared by Eco
Logical Australia, April 2014 outlines the
impact of the certification order in the
growth centres as follows:

Biodiversity certification negates the
requirement for impact assessment on
threatened species under s.5A of the EP&A
Act thus turning off the requirements for
assessments of significance (i.e. seven part
tests) or species impact statements on all
certified land within the North West and
South West Growth Centres.

The (Draft) Growth Centres Conservation
Plan 2007 assessed native vegetation across
the entire Growth Centres area and identi-
fied areas of Existing Native Vegetation
(ENV). Figure 2 below shows the area of
mapped ENV for the Riverstone East Pre-
cinct as well as the delineation of Certified
and Non-Certified land.

The area of certified and non-certified land
and the originally mapped ENV is shown in
Figure 2. The Precinct contains 500 ha of
certified land and 159 ha of non-certified
land.

Under the certification order, Condition 12
and Condition 18 also apply to the River-
stone East Precinct. Condition 12 identi-
fies non-certified land where validated
ENV must not be cleared unless it is in
accordance with a plan of management or
unless the clearance has been agreed to by
OEH (referred to in the order as the former
Department of Environment and Climate
Change, DECC). The land to which this
condition applies comprises the Rouse Hill
Regional Park. As a result, ENV cannot

be cleared within this part of the Precinct
unless it is in accordance with the require-
ments of Conditions 12. The area within
the Precinct to which this Condition applies
is shown in Figure 2.

1.6 Rouse Hill House Estate

The other important element to the visual
and landscape assessment is the close prox-
imity of historic Rouse Hill House Estate to
the adjoining Area 20 Precinct to the north.

The statutory requirements calls for the
preservation and protection of the state
significant historic, cultural and scenic
landscape qualities of the Rouse Hill House
Estate (RHHE). In order to protect this
historically significant assets from inappro-
priate development within the surrounding
Precinct’s, curtilages have been identified
around the RHHE and include:

e Cultural landscape Conservation Zone
(Burton, 1985);
Visual Catchment (Harrison, 1990);
Expanded Heritage Curtilage (Cony-
beare Morrison, 2003)

These curtilages although important have
no statutory status. However, the cultural
significance of the RHHE and Rouse Hill
Regional Park requires that all development
consider and address the heritage and rural
setting and minimise the visual impact on
the site.




PLANNING DESIGN ENVIRONMENT

Existing Native Vegetation Analysis - Figure 2
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in Certified Lands

(As per Eco Logical Australia Biodiversity and
Riparian Corridors Assessment April, 2014)

Non-Certified Lands

(ENV falls under Condition 12 of the Biodiversity
Certification Order which identifies non-certified
land where validated ENV must not be cleared
without consent of the OEH)

Extent of Native Woodland Re-vegetation to
proposed RHRP extension

Existing Transmission Easement

Existing creek lines & water courses with
Riparian Corridor



2.0 Analysis

2.1 Regional Context
(Refer Figure 1)

To assist in determining the over arching
visual and landscape impacts of future de-
velopment within the Riverstone East Pre-
cinct it is important that we have a greater
understanding of the regional context

and the surrounding physical and climatic
environment.

For this report the broader physical and
climatic context incorporates the following
adjoining suburbs:

The Ponds to the south
Rouse Hill to the south east
Box Hill to the north east
Vineyard to the north and
Riverstone to the west

2.1.1 Location
(Refer Figure 1)

Riverstone east presides in the most north-
ern reaches of the Blacktown LGA and can
be classified as being situated in the start
of the rural fringes of Sydney’s greater met-
ropolitan area. The Riverstone East Precinct
is approximately 659 ha and is also located
within the eastern portion of the North
West Growth Centre.

The area over the years has been typified
by the predominance of rural farmland and
scattered tracts of native Cumberland Plain
Woodland. In more recent years the Pre-
cinct has become more surrounded by an
increase of residential subdivisions as part
of the North West Growth Centre initiative.

However, the historical notion of the rural
setting is quickly being eroded as the sur-
rounding lands are developed primarily for
residential use in order to keep up with
the demand of an ever increasing Sydney
population.
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Recent developments and growth within
centres such as Rouse Hill and the Ponds is
now becoming the norm within the district
to accommodate the demand for housing
and local town centres.

Future developments either under construc-
tion or planning include Area 20 to the
immediate south east, Alex Avenue to the
south, Riverstone to the west, Box Hill to
the north east and Vineyard to the north.

2.1.2 Climate

The north west of Sydney within which the
Riverstone East Precinct presides is generally
drier and warmer than that experienced on
the coast. Slightly higher temperatures with
less humidity are a result of reduced air
movement and lack of cooling sea breezes
as felt on Sydney’s east.

Historical accounts of the local condi-

tions, as stated by Burton, 1985, recall

that the endemic removal of large tracts

of the native vegetation for rural pursuits
has significantly contributed to an altered
microclimate, and as such, has resulted in a
higher incidence of frost, less precipitation,
increased evaporation and greater exposure
to hot winds and solar radiation.

Mean temperature ranges between 28
and 17 degrees in summer and 18 and 6
degrees in winter.

Mean precipitation ranges between
110mm in summer and 40mm in winter.

2.1.3 Soil
(Refer Figure 3)

As with most of western Sydney the
geological formation of the underlying soil
profile for Riverstone East is that of the

Wianamatta Group Shales. The lower lying
areas of the site mainly consist of Ashfield
shales while the ridge lines are composed
mainly of Bringelly Shales.

Harrison, 1990 states that the soils mainly
consisting of heavily textured red podzolic
soils, can be found on the upper and mid
slopes and yellow podzolic soils lie within
the lower slopes and drainage channels.
There is no distinct difference between the
shale groups in terms of erodibility and the
ability to support the dominant vegetation
of the Cumberland Plain Woodland group.

2.1.4 Water courses
(Refer Figure 4)

The Riverstone East Precinct lies within the
South Creek and Cattai-Creek sub catch-
ments of the broader Hawkesbury-Nepean
Catchment (Eco Logical, 2014),

The Riverstone East Precinct contains sec-
tions of the First Ponds Creek, a portion of
its flood plain and a series of connecting
tributaries. A number of small unnamed
watercourses from within the site drain

to the north to Windsor Road and then

on to form part of the Killarney Chain of
Ponds Creek. This creek then flows on to
the Hawkesbury-Nepean River (Eco Logical,
2014),

2.1.5 Heritage
(Refer Figure 1)

The following is an extract from Cony-
breare Morrison AREA 20 Landscape and
Visual Analysis Report 2010.

Rouse Hill House Estate (RHHE) with its
out buildings, associated farm structures,
gardens and the Rouse Hill Primary School
is one of the most significant heritage sites

in Australia (Godden Mackay Logan, 2009).

After a series of subdivisions of the estates
lands in the 1950's the NSW Government
applied heritage conservation status to pro-
tect the remaining estate lands in 1983.

The first extensive clearing of the land for
farming occurred in 1818 and much of the
patterns of vegetation and built form which
exist today were established between 1874
and 1931. The subdivision of the surround-
ing land caused significant changes to the
rural landscape character.

Views from the estate to the south east
and east, were originally of cleared pas-
tures in the immediate vicinity. Over time
the views have changed with regrowth of
the woodland occurring around the creeks
and ridge lines.

Generally, all visible elements within the im-
mediate surrounds of the Estate have either
been altered or are built upon and thus

can be considered as the cultural landscape
(Harrison, 1990)

Other historic homesteads throughout the
area have similar landmark features, creat-
ing a dialogue in the cultural landscape.
The ridge line location of the homestead
provides commanding views of the sur-
rounding open pastures, wooded ridge
lines, the lower Blue Mountains and distant
glimpses towards the coast.

The cultural landscape of Riverstone East
has developed as a typical rural setting over
the past 150 years with constantly evolving
pastoral and native woodland.

Harrison 1990, identified the need for a
visual catchment to preserve the heritage
value of the RHHE. The visual catchment is
defined by the prominent ridge lines and
valleys and helps to determine the extent of
the landscape setting required to enhance
the heritage value of the Estate.
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Geology & Soils Diagram - Figure 3

Blacktown Group -

Soils - shallow to moderately deep.
Red & Brown Podzolic Soils on crests
and slopes.

Yellow Podzolic Soils on lower slopes
and drainage lines and slopes.

Limitations - moderately reactive
highly plastic sub soil, low soil fertility
& poor sub soil drainage

South Creek Group -

Soils - flood plains, valley flats &
drainage channels of the Cumberland
Plain. Very deep layered sediments.

Red & yellow Podzolic Soils are most
common.

Limitations - erosion hazard, dispers-
ible and impermeable subsoils

Source: Soil Landscapes of the Penrith
1:100 000 Sheet Report, 1989.

(Pam Hazelton, Sue Bannerman &
Peter Tille)
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Creek line and Riparian Corridor Diagram - Figure 4




2.2 Local Context
(Refer Figure 1)

This section of the report analyses the land-
scape character of the Precinct which helps
to enhance the cultural aspects of the area
and includes references to the heritage
significance of Rouse Hill House Estate, Im-
portant views and vistas are analysed from
the estate and from several other important
locations with the boundary of the River-
stone East Precinct.

2.2.1 Riverstone East
(Refer Figure 1)

The north east of the Precinct is bound
by Windsor Rd while the western bound-
ary is defined by First Ponds Creek. First
Ponds Creek forms the physical boundary
between Riverstone and the current study
area. The south east boundary of the Pre-
cinct is demarcated by Schofields Rd.

Within the adjoining Area 20 Precinct to
the south east lies the Rouse Hill House Es-
tate and the current boundary of the Rouse
Hill Regional Park (RHRP). RHHE occupies
around 12 ha with the RHRP occupying an
additional 42ha. The proposed extension of
the RHRP into the Riverstone East Precinct
could potentially occupy up to the vicinity
of 141ha.

The study area currently consists of small
rural holdings that are made up primarily of
rural or environmental residential living and
farming lands that include poultry, market
gardens, nurseries and flower production.
There is also a large meat rendering works
site located within the middle of the site
and situated on a small ridge line over look-
ing pastoral grounds.
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As a result of this activity much of the site
has been cleared with much of the remnant
vegetation located along the ridge lines
nearer the southern and central portion of
the site. Much of the vegetation is relatively
young and disturbed with significant exotic
and weed encroachment into the understo-
ry. However, there are areas of significant
good quality remnant vegetation communi-
ties within fragmented parts of the site (Eco
Logical, 2014).

First Ponds Creek and a portion of its flood
plain is within moderate condition and has
been largely modified due to the surround-
ing farming practices. The remnant Alluvial
woodland vegetation has been largely
degraded with up to 50% of the forest
having been removed. (Eco Logical, 2014).

2.2.2 Topography
(Refer Figure 5)

(Refer to Figure 9 to 12 Cross Sections)

The topography of the Riverstone East
Precinct is dominated by one major ridge
line, a minor ridge line and a series of low
rolling hills that stem from the ridge lines.
A series of shallow valleys that have been
formed by small water courses run pre-
dominately north west to south west from
the ridge lines. First Ponds Creek is a larger
system and runs south east to north west
and forms the souther boundary of the
Precinct.

The major ridge line runs from Rouse Hill
House Estate in the north east down to
Cudgegong Rd in the south, south west.

The major ridge line then slopes gently
down to the south towards Schofields

Rd and west towards First Pond Creek. It
also slopes eastwards down into Seconds
Ponds Creek within the neighboring Area
20 Precinct as well as northwards into the
catchment of the proposed extension of
the Rouse Hill Regional Park.

The minor ridge line bisects the Precinct by
running south to north with gently sloping
sides that extend out towards the east and
also to the west down towards First Ponds
Creek.

A shallow valley has formed between the
two main ridge lines to the north east and
currently contains a small water course that
is fragmented by farm dams and is mostly
pastoral in its character with large open
grasslands and very scattered pockets of
trees.

A larger shallow creek line called First
Ponds Creek has formed to the west of
the minor ridge line. This creek is fed by
some very disturbed minor tributaries and
is mainly characterised by local farms and
fragmented Alluvial Woodland.

The highest point of the Precinct’s ridge
lines reach an elevation of approximately
74m while the lowest point being approxi-
mately 22m above sea level and is con-
tained within a minor flood zone.

Figures 9 to 12 show cross sections taken
through out the Precinct to assist in under-
standing the topography and to provide
valuable insights into the visual and land-
scape analysis that have assisted in develop-
ing the objectives to help visually mitigate
future development within the Riverstone
East Precinct.
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Vineyard Precinct Boundary

Land Use - Proposed Rouse Hill Regional Park
Character - Rural / Pastoral

Vegetation - Cumberland Plain Woodland
Clearance rate - 95%

Land Use - Residential /Rural / Commercial
Character - Rural Estate Lots

Vegetation - Cumberland Plain Woodland
Clearance rate - 75-90%

Land Use - Residential / Rural / Commercial
Character - Open grassland / Farmland
Vegetation - Cumberland Plain Woodland
Clearance rate - 80-90%

Land Use - Predominately Woodland
Character - Woodland

Vegetation - Cumberland Plain Woodland
Clearance rate - 20-30%

Land Use - Commercial / Pastoral
Character - Cleared pastoral farmland
Vegetation - Cumberland Plain Woodland
Clearance rate - >90%

Land Use - Rural / Commercial Farming
Character - Rural Estate Lots / Farms
Vegetation - Cumberland Plain Woodland
Clearance rate - 60-80%

Land Use - Residential / Rural

Character - Woodland / Environmental living
Vegetation - Cumberland Plain Woodland
Clearance rate - 50-80%

Land Use - Cleared lots

Character - Empty lots / Devoid of character
Vegetation - Nil

Clearance rate - 100%

Land Use - Agriculture / Commercial
Character - Farming / Creek line
Vegetation - Cumberland Plain Woodland
Clearance rate - 75-90%




2.2.3 Landscape Character Units
(Refer Figure 5)

General Landscape Character:
(Refer to Figure 6)

The landscape character of the Riverstone
East Precinct is dominated by a main ridge
line that runs from the Rouse Hill House
Estate in the north east to Cudgegong Rd
in the south west of the site. Smaller ridge
line fingers extend from this ridge line to
the north, north west and south.

A secondary ridge line bisects the Precinct
by running approximately south to north.

The north east of the Precinct’s is bound by
Windsor Rd while the western boundary is

defined by First Ponds Creek. The southern
boundary of the Precinct is demarcated by

Schofields Rd.

Large allotments of woodland environ-
mental living within areas of dense native
woodland vegetation, large extents of
cleared pastoral lands along with mixed
commercial and agricultural activities gives
the Precinct a low density ‘rural/farmland’
character. Substantial pockets of remnant
Cumberland Woodland add a sense of the
bush to the dominant rural character.

This over arching character has been
formed over time and in doing so, has
resulted in a series of sub character units
which have evolved a more distinctive land-
scape character within the Riverstone East
Precinct and are described as follows:
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Proposed Rouse Hill Regional Park:
(Refer to Figure 6)

The area delineated for the proposed ex-
tension of the existing Rouse Hill Regional
Park is characterised by open pastures
within low rolling hills and a single main
ridge line.

The pasture is dotted with very sporadic
pockets of Cumberland Plain Woodland, a
large local meat rendering works site busi-
ness, farm dams and erosion control rills.

The expansive pasture land is also inter-
sected by an indistinct Category 2 Riparian
corridor that leads on to the Killarney Chain
of Ponds to the north of the site.

It must be noted that the Office of Envi-
ronment and Heritage plan to revegetate
the proposed extension of the RHRP to
create significant tracts of native vegeta-
tion on the minor ridge line and around
the disturbed water course that runs to the
north towards Windsor Rd and the Killar-
ney Chain of Ponds. It is anticipated that
over time this planting regime will have a
significant impact on the distant views to
the mountains to the north west currently
enjoyed from the RHHE.

Rural Estates:
(Refer to Figure 6)

These rural allotments are located to the
north of the subject site on a low ridge that
faces back to the south and south east over
Garfield Rd East.

This open rural residential sub precinct
character is one of cleared woodland
vegetation with scattered trees. Open rural
allotments and scattered vegetation roll
down from the minor ridge to meet the
low lands of First Ponds Creek.

Houses and some mixed use businesses
dominate the interface with Windsor Rd
and are partially screened with remnants
of native woodland species and a mix of
exotic species.

The larger rural lots behind these lots con-
tain mainly large areas of turf and pasture
grasses framed with dispersed tracts of
Cumberland Plain Woodland which pro-
vides a significant backdrop to the largely
open rural nature of this sub precinct.

Land use & Landscape Character Analysis

Open Grassland / Farms:
(Refer to Figure 6)

This sub precinct is defined to the north via
Garfield Rd East and to the south west by
Clarke Street and Fist Ponds Creek.

The character is provided mainly by large
lots that have been mainly cleared of veg-
etation while leaving large open grassland
paddocks that appear not to be utilised for
pasture or farming lands.

The built form character is dominated by a
large pallet crate industry and some large
allotment rural homes. Behind these rural
allotments lies a large area of the scattered
remnants of the Cumberland Plain Wood-
land with little or no joined canopies.

Woodland:
(Refer to Figure 6)

The woodland Precinct is characterised by
the predominance of Cumberland Plain
Woodland and open understory.

The woodland is bisected by a Category 2
riparian creek line which has been impeded
with a large farm dam. There is no built
forms within this Precinct.




Cleared Pastoral Farmland:
(Refer to Figure 6)

To the north east of the Woodland sub pre-
cinct is an area that is dominated by a large
meat rendering works site industry with
several large farm or water usage dams and
swales that have cleared the visual land-
scape of any real character.

The pasture lands surrounding the indus-
try to the north and north east is located
on a small ridge line and is dotted with
very sporadic pockets of Cumberland Plain
Woodland, smaller farm dams and erosion
control rills. These elements provide this
sub precinct with a very pastoral / farmland
appearance.

It must be noted that the Office of Environ-
ment and Heritage plan to revegetate the
proposed extension of the RHRP to the east
of this location. The planting of significant
tracts of native vegetation on the minor
ridge line and lower slopes to the east will
provide a natural landscape buffer to any
future development that may occur to the
north west of the minor ridge line and
greatly assist to strengthen the rural / bush
land character of the Precinct.
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Rural Estate Lots & Farms:
(Refer to Figure 6)

The middle part of the Precinct is predomi-
nately made up of commercial farming
techniques that range from battery farms
to nurseries and market gardens. This gives
the sub precinct a distinct farming quality.

However, higher up along the low ridge
line is a substantial stand of remnant
Cumberland Plain Woodland that provides
a vegetated back drop and helps frame the
farming community sub precinct.

Woodland / Environmental living:
(Refer to Figure 6)

The woodland environmental living sub
precinct is characterised by dense Cumber-
land Plain Woodland across the major ridge
line running from the Rouse Hill House
Estate in the north east to south west of
the Precinct.

The ridge line slopes gently down to the
south towards Schofields Rd and west
towards First Pond Creek. It also slopes
eastwards down into Seconds Ponds Creek
within the neighboring Area 20 Precinct as
well as northwards into the catchment of
the proposed extension of the Rouse Hill
Regional Park.

Large single and double rural estate type
housing are nestled into the dominant
landscape of the existing woodland trees.

On the ridge line the woodland is bisected
by a 30m easement for transmission lines
allowing for a break in the canopies and for
distant but linear views.

Although much of the ridge line is domi-
nated by large lots containing remnant
woodland, much of the woodland vegeta-
tion is contained within the adjoining Area
20 Precinct and the Cudgegong Reserve.
This adjoining vegetation helps strengthen
the over visual character of this sub precinct
of Riverstone East

Land use & Landscape Character Analysis

Cleared Lots:
(Refer to Figure 6)

This character unit is most easily described
as being devoid of any visual character or
distinguishing features. This sub precinct
is located to the extreme south of the Pre-
cinct and is bounded by Schofields Rd.

The large lots are cleared of all vegetation
and only scattered glass cover remain. The
lots appear to have been cleared in prepa-
ration for future heavy rail connection and
stabling yards.

Farming /Creek line:
(Refer to Figure 6)

The Category 2 First Ponds Creek corridor
bounds the Precinct for its entire length
along its western border. The area is char-
acterised mainly by its low lying topography
an by the predominance of agriculture and
market gardens.

Much of the remnant Alluvial Woodland
has been removed for various forms of
farming with only scattered, disconnected
areas of the riparian corridor woodland
remaining along its length.

Although fragmentation of vegetation has
occurred along the creek line it is important
for the future development of the Precinct
that this riparian corridor is preserved and
rehabilitated in order to improve biodiver-
sity, hydrology and water quality of the
creek.
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View Diagram - Figure 7
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2.2.4 Views
(Refer Figure 7)

Views from Rouse Hill House Estate.

For the purpose of this study the views de-
scribed below will generally fall within the
direction of the Precinct boundary extend-
ing from the north to the south, south west
to north east with views to the south east
to east having been covered in previous
reports.

Although not strictly within the study area,
the cultural significance of the Estate on
the surrounding landscape and the physical
character it exudes, means it is the main
focal point for any visual mitigation objec-
tives for future development from within
the Riverstone East Precinct.

Views from RHHE generally range from dis-
tant due to its hill top location and cleared
paddocks, or middle views contained by
the surrounding ridge lines and native
vegetation.

The views to the north west provide the
most expansive views. These views en-
capsulate the backdrop of the lower Blue
Mountains with the rural pastoral graz-
ing lands forming the middle foreground.
Views to the north and north east, the
Hornsby Plateau provides the distant back-
ground with the developments of Box Hill
and Windsor Rd forming the foreground.

To the west the views to the lower Blue
Mountains are fragmented and framed
between pockets of native vegetation while
views to the south west are obscured with
ridge line vegetation blocking the distant
views. It should be noted however, it is this
line of native woodland vegetation that
helps to define the middle ground and ac-
centuates the rural landscape character of
RHHE.
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It must be noted that the Office of Envi-
ronment and Heritage plan to revegetate
the proposed extension of the RHRP to
create significant tracts of native vegeta-
tion on the minor ridge line and around
the disturbed water course that runs to the
north towards Windsor Rd and the Killar-
ney Chain of Ponds. It is anticipated that
over time this planting regime will have a
significant impact on the distant views to
the mountains to the north west currently
enjoyed from the RHHE.

Distant Views.

From the major ridge line that runs from
Rouse Hill House Estate in the north east
to Cudgegong Rd in the south south
west of the site there is a variety of view
sheds available depending on your loca-
tion. As discussed in the previous section
on RHHE the views to the west, north and
east are expansive due to the clearance of
the vegetation and predominance of low
lying pastoral grazing lands. However, the
topographic high point located mid way
along Cudgegong Rd only affords narrow
internal views that are framed by the dense
vegetation that dominates this portion of
the ridge line.

Other significant views are to be found

on the minor ridge line that bisects the
site from south to north. The ridge look-
ing east provides extensive views over the
cleared pastoral grazing lands that will now
form part of the extended Rouse Hill Re-
gional Park to Box Hill and beyond. Views
to the west and south west are dispersed
and fragmented and are available depend-
ing on the density of the ridge line vegeta-
tion.

Distant views can also be derived from the
hill top located to the north of Garfield Rd
East. Distant views can be afforded when
looking south west down towards the Pre-
cinct of Riverstone.

Middle / Internal Views.

The topographic high point at 74m is lo-
cated mid way along Cudgegong Rd. From
this location only narrow internal views are
afforded along roadways, easements and
between rural lots as they are framed by
the dense vegetation that dominates this
portion of the ridge line.

Internal views dominate the low lying
areas of the site found to the southern and
western areas of the Precinct beyond the
ridge lines. Views from First Ponds Creek
are mainly linear in nature and are a mix
of open farm land or scattered alluvial
woodland. Middle distance views up the
gentle slopes to the ridge lines to the east
and north east are often fragmented and
restricted by the pockets woodland vegeta-
tion.

Framed Views.

The local road network that cuts its way
through the ridge line vegetation to the
south and south east of the Precinct is
generally bordered on both sides by either
dense existing native vegetation or scat-
tered woodland remnants within the rural
allotments. The close proximity of this veg-
etation to the road side helps to frame the
road, only allowing for very linear, narrow
views of the road ahead.
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View Analysis - Sections 9, 10, 11 & 12 (Figure 12)




3.0 Visual Analysis Methodology

This Chapter provides the detailed visual
analysis of the Riverstone East Precinct. This
analysis is based on information from previ-
ous reports, technical studies of the Pre-
cinct, extensive site visits and observations.
Due to the proximity of the historic and
culturally sensitive Rouse Hill House Estate
located to the east within Area 20, special
consideration was given to the potential
impacts of future development on existing
views both into and from the RHHE.

3.1 Methodology, Terminology and
Process

For the purpose of this study the main
method developing the visual analysis is to
firstly identify the important vantage points
from within the Precinct. These view loca-
tions are selected based on the potential
for future development to affect sensitive
areas within the site such as the RHHE, ex-
isting native vegetation, threatened or en-
dangered vegetation communities, cultural
significance and landscape character.

Following site visits, site analysis and desk
top studies of previous reports, this report
identified a series of significant vantage
points or view points. From this we identi-
fied 16 important views that are represen-
tative of all the major character units dis-
cussed in section 2.2.3. These views were
also selected based on the visual qualities
of the topography, vegetation, hydrology,
the cultural landscape and the surrounding
areas.

Descriptions of the view points are gener-
ally categorised as having either distant,
middle or immediate views and are defined
as follows:
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Distant Views.

Distant views are regional views and extend
beyond the subject Precinct by over 5km.

Middle Views.

Middle views are within a radius of 1km
from the view point and are generally
within the study area.

Immediate Views.

Immediate views are internal views that are
within close proximity to the view point.

The second method to developing the vi-
sual analytical data is an assessment of the
visual sensitivity and the visual effect of fu-
ture change from the specified viewpoints.
This analysis also considers the potential for
future development within the study area
and its potential impact on the culturally
sensitive area of the RHHE. Analysing the
existing conditions is the key component of
the visual analysis in order to maintain or
preserve the rural character of the Precinct
and its subsequent relationship with the
heritage character of the RHHE. Through
holistically looking at the visual sensitivity
and visual effect we can better identify the
potential for visual impacts on the study
area from any given view point.

Visual sensitivity refers to the character of
a viewpoint, and is a measure of a view-
point’s sensitivity to possible change. In the
following viewpoint analysis tables there is
a category titled "Visual Sensitivity’ which
provides an analysis of the level of visual
sensitivity and the reasoning for this rating.
When determining the visual sensitivity of a
view point the following factors should be
considered:

Existing conditions

Regional context

Visually significant locations
Visibility from other locations
Perception of the viewer; and
Potential for future change.

Once visual sensitivity has been established,
the visual effect of potential future devel-
opment upon each of the view points is
then determined.

Visual effect is an expression of the visual
relationship between the specific viewpoint
location and its proximity to the surround-
ing existing visual environment or context.
The visual effect is then expressed as a slid-
ing scale rating from Nil to Very High with
nil having no effect and Very High exclud-
ing any development without significant
mitigation measures.

In the following viewpoint analysis tables
there is a category titled ‘Visual Effect’
which provides an analysis of the level of vi-
sual effect and the reasoning for this rating.
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Vineyard Precinct Boundary

Photo Location, number and
view direction

Photo location

View direction at one photo
location

Rouse Hill Estate

Guntawong Rd looking south west
Worchester Rd looking south east
Worchester Rd looking south east
Guntawong Rd looking northeast,
south west & south east

First Ponds Creek looking south
Tallawong Rd looking north west
& south east

Tallawong Rd looking south
Macquarie Rd looking north east
Transmission easement looking
south east & north west
Cudgegong Rd looking south east
Clarke St looking west

Clarke St looking south

Private road looking south east

& north west
Clarke St south east & north east

Junction Rd looking north east & south west




PHOTO LOCATION 1 - Rouse Hill House Estate

Sou:[h West

Photo No 1a: 4850

South East

.
.
.

Photo No 1b: 4854

Area 20 & Second
Ponpls Creek

South East

Photo No 1c: 4866
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South South South West
: Ridge line

Viewpoint Analysis

Ridge line

Nor'.ch Wes

.
2.

South West

South West

Description of Views:

Although outside of the Riverstone East Pre-
cinct views from photo location 1 are from
RHHE due to its cultural and visual sensitivity
and is one of the highest points in the area.

Photo 1a: Distant views afford the opportuni-
ty to view the lower Blue Mountains over the
vegetation that frames the middle distance
view. The foreground is predominately the
rural pastoral grounds of the RHHE that ac-
centuates the rural character of the site.

Photo 1b: The ridge line that dominates the
south to south west of the site provides a
dense canopy of woodland vegetation and
strengthens the rural / bush land character of
the Precinct.

Photo 1c: District views are afforded through
a narrow corridor to the south with some
urban development evident in the distance.
The middle distance view is created by the
valley formed by Second Ponds Ck and the
back drop of the riparian corridors woodland
vegetation. Foreground views consists of ru-
ral pasture and outer buildings of the estate.

Development potential of Area:

Visual Sensitivity:

Rouse Hill House Estate is an area with very
high visual sensitivity due to its prominent
setting on the ridge line, cultural and heritage
significance and the dominant character that
the rural setting exudes over the surrounding
Precinct’s.

Visual Effect:

Any future development within the visual
catchment of the RHHE will be assessed as
having a very high visual effect due to the
cultural and visual significance of the home-
stead. Previous studies with regards to the
preservation of the visual and cultural signifi-
cance of the RHHE have made strong recom-
mendations that any development planned
for within the visual curtilage of the RHHE be
treated as having a very high visual effect on
the rural setting of the RHHE.

Potential impact on RHHE:

As stated above any development planned
within the visual curtilage of the RHHE would
need to be assessed as having a Very High
visual impact with appropriate measures put
in place to mitigate the overall impacts.

e Given the sensitivity of the cultural and historical significance of the RHHE, any develop-
ment within the RHHE visual curtilage will require that a concise visual assessment is
undertaken for each stage of all future development applications.

e No development is permitted within the RHHE or Rouse Hill Regional Park.

Visual Mitigation:

e Possible impacts to the south and south east could be minimised by the preservation of
the regional park woodlands and Second Ponds Ck.

e Possible impacts to the south and south west could be minimised with the retaining the
ridge line vegetation along the ridge lines and rezoning the surrounding allotments as
either environmental living lots with tree retention or as recreational open space.

e 7o reduce potential impacts to the west and north west the mid level vegetation along
Guntawong Rd and adjoining allotments should be preserved and even enhanced.




PHOTO LOCATION 2

Future revegetation works by Meat
OEH to the proposed RHRP rendering  \West
extension works site ¢

Future revegetation works by
OEH to the proposed RHRP
extension

South West

GuntawongRD .~ |

Photo No: 4871

Description of Views:

Views looking down Guntawong Rd
towards the south west provide relatively
dense remnant Cumberland Pain Wood-
land forming framed views of the road cor-
ridor with some rural pasture generating
the foreground. Looking west the middle
views are predominately of pasture lands
within the shallow valley leading up to the
meat rendering works site that resides on
the ridge line. Glimpses of the Blue Moun-
tains can be seen on the horizon.

However, it must be noted that the Office
of Environment and Heritage plan to reveg-
etate the proposed extension of the RHRP
to create significant tracts of native vegeta-
tion on the minor ridge line and around
Guntawong Rd. It is anticipated that over
time this planting regime will have a sig-
nificant impact on the distant views to the
mountains and pastoral vistas to the north
west currently enjoyed from the RHHE.

Development potential of Area:

Visual Sensitivity:

The area within this view shed should be
considered as having a High Level of visual
sensitivity due to its proximity and being
within the RHHE visual curtilage.

ececoe
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Visual Effect:

The visual effect of this area has been par-
tially mitigated with the proposed extension
of the Rouse Hill Regional Park within the
pastoral lands to the west and north west.
Any future development in the location of
the meat rendering works site would be
considered as having a moderate visual ef-
fect as it would pose no further effect than
the existing buildings.

Potential impact on RHHE:

The proposed RHRP extension is seen as

a practical solution to preserve the visual
character of the RHHE and its visual and
cultural curtilage and will therefore further
enhance and preserve the significance of
the RHHE.

However, any development to the south
west will have the potential to have a High
impact on RHHE. Significant retention of
existing trees and further landscape buffer
planting is recommended.

e Given the sensitivity of the cultural and historical significance of the RHHE, any development within the RHHE visual curtilage will require that a concise visual assessment is undertaken
for each stage of all future development applications.
No development is permitted within the RHHE or Rouse Hill Regional Park.
Any development to the south west as per the image is suitable for low density development with potential high visual impact.

Visual Mitigation:

e Possible impacts to the west are minimised by the extension of the RHRP
e Possible impacts to the south west could be minimised with the strategic retention of woodland vegetation along the Guntawong Road reserve with additional landscape buffer planting
to screen development form RHHE. Appropriate land use zoning with adequate planning controls on building heights, set backs, tree preservation, roofing material and finishes would

be required in order to protect and enhance the rural character of the surrounding RHHE.
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Viewpoint Analysis




PHOTO LOCATION 3

East

Photo No: 4876

Description of Views:

Views looking down Worchester Rd
towards the south east provides gener-
ally open rural grassland vegetation to the
east and contains the southern part of the
RHRP. Views to the south provides vistas of
relatively dense remnant Cumberland Pain
Woodland forming along the north south
ridge line in the middle distance. Rural al-
lotments with some rural pasture and pad-
docks dominate the foreground. All views
are either framed or internal.

Development potential of Area:

South east
Ridge line

Visual Sensitivity:

The area within this view shed should be
considered as having a Very High Level of
visual sensitivity due to its proximity to he
South of, and being contained within the
RHHE visual curtilage.

Worcester RD

Visual Effect:

Any future development within the visual
catchment of the RHHE will be assessed
as having a Very High visual effect due to
the cultural and visual significance of the
homestead.

Any further loss of vegetation beyond the
southern boundary of the RHHE for de-
velopment would have adverse effects on
the view shed from RHHE. This vegetation
forms the natural backdrop that preserves
the rural character of the site.

Southern
Ridge line

Potential impact on RHHE:

The visual impact on development to the
south of RHHE is deemed to be Very High
unless the appropriate planning of land use
zones are implemented

e Given the sensitivity of the cultural and historical significance of the RHHE, any development within the RHHE visual curtilage will require that a concise visual assessment is undertaken
for each stage of all future development applications.
No development is permitted within the RHHE or Rouse Hill Regional Park.
Any development to the south may be suitable for recreational open space, environmental living or very low density development with potential high visual impacts.

Visual Mitigation:

e Possible impacts to the south are minimised by the incorporation large scale recreational open space or sports fields with appropriate woodland buffer planting to the perimeter to retain

rural pasture character.

e Possible impacts to the south could be minimised with the strategic retention of woodland vegetation along the ridge line. Appropriate land use zoning with adequate planning controls
on building heights, set backs, tree preservation, roofing material and finishes would be required in order to protect and enhance the rural character of the surrounding RHHE.
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Viewpoint Analysis




PHOTO LOCATION 4 South East into Area 20.

View to Second Ponds Creek

Riparian Corridor. Visually Ridge
significant ¢ :

& 2
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South East into Area 20.
View to Second Ponds Creek Riparian Corridor.
Screening views of neighboring development

Photo No 4b: 4881
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Description of Views:

Views looking down from the ridge line on
Worchester Rd towards the south east into
Area 20 is generally framed with sporadic
planting of native vegetation within large
rural allotments and a large school facility.

Views to the south east provides middle
distance views which is terminated with the
relatively dense remnant of Cumberland Pain
Woodland forming along the riparian cor-
ridor of Second Ponds Creek.

Views to the east are across to the existing
RHRP.

All views are either framed or middle dis-
tance.

Development potential of Area:

e Given the sensitivity of the cultural and historical significance of the RHHE, any develop-
ment within the RHHE visual curtilage will require that a concise visual assessment is
undertaken for each stage of all future development applications.

No development is permitted within the RHHE or Rouse Hill Regional Park.
Any development to the south east may be suitable for either schools, recreational open
space, environmental living or very low density development with potential high visual

impacts.

Visual Mitigation:

e Possible impacts to the south east are minimised by the incorporation of a school with
adjoining large scale recreational open space or sports fields with appropriate woodland
buffer planting to the perimeter to retain rural pasture character.

e Possible impacts to the south east could be minimised with the strategic retention of
woodland vegetation along the ridge line. Appropriate land use zoning with adequate
planning controls on building heights, set backs, tree preservation to the ridge line and to
the road reserve of Worchester Rd would be required in order to protect and enhance the &

rural character of the surrounding RHHE.

Visual Sensitivity:

The area within this view shed is determined
to be as having a High Level of visual sensitiv-
ity as it is located on the ridge line that links
to the RHHE. The vegetation that is located
along the top of the ridge line is regarded

as important so as to provide a visual buffer
when looking from the RHHE.

Visual sensitivity is preserved to the east with
the location of the RHRP.

Visual Effect:

Any future development within the visual
catchment of the RHHE will be assessed as
having a High visual effect due to the cultural
and visual significance of the homestead and
RHPR.

Any further loss of vegetation beyond the
south eastern boundary of the RHHE for de-
velopment would have adverse effects on the
view shed from RHHE. This vegetation forms
the natural backdrop that preserves the rural
character of the site.

Potential impact on RHHE:

The visual impact on development to the
south east of RHHE is deemed to be High
unless the appropriate planning of land use
zones are implemented.




PHOTO LOCATION 5

Photo No 5b 4888

Photo No 5c 4890
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North_ East
Ridge line

Ridge

Guntawong RD

Viewpoint Analysis

Description of Views:

Photo location 5 is taken from the junction
of Guntawong and Tallawong Roads and be-
cause of this intersection is a significant high
point on the minor ridge.

Photo 5a: The undulating nature of Talla-
wong Rd provides the opportunity for only
internal and framed views. The view to the
south east traverse a series of gentle slopes
falling away from the ridge line to the south,
south west. The views are framed by the
road side vegetation.

Photo 5b: Guntawong Rd looking north east
is again undulating but more gentle than Tul-
lawong Rd. The views are framed by the road
side vegetation an provides a dense canopy
of woodland vegetation and strengthens the
rural / bush land character of the Precinct.

Photo 5c: Guntawong Rd looking south is a

; gentle slope down towards the low lying land

of First Ponds Creek. The views are framed
by the road side vegetation an provides a
dense canopy of woodland vegetation and
strengthens the rural / bush land character of
the Precinct.

Development potential of Area:

Visual Sensitivity:
The area contained within this view shed is
determined to be as having a Medium Level
of visual sensitivity.

Although it is located on a perceived high
point its location resides behind another small
ridge line that separates this location from the
direct view of the RHHE. The vegetation that
is located along the ridge lines is regarded

as important so as to provide a visual buffer
when looking from the RHHE.

Visual Effect:

Any future development at this location has
been assessed as having a Medium visual
effect due to its relatively concealed location
from the visual catchment of the RHHE.

Potential impact on RHHE:

The visual impact on development to the in-
tersection of Guntawong an Tallawong Roads
is deemed to be medium and therefore open
to higher levels of development.

e  Given the sensitivity of the cultural and historical significance of the RHHE, any develop-
ment within the RHHE visual curtilage will require that a concise visual assessment is
undertaken for each stage of all future development applications.

e Although located on a reasonable high point, the location lends itself as a potential vil-

lage centre with the opportunity for higher density residential development in and around &

both of the intersecting roads.

Visual Mitigation:

e Possible impacts could be minimised with the strategic retention of woodland vegetation
along the ridge line and road reserve corridors.

e Appropriate land use zoning with adequate planning controls on building heights, set
backs, materials and finishes would be required in order to protect and enhance the rural

character of the Precinct.




PHOTO LOCATION 6
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Photo No: 4894
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Description of Views:

Views looking south into the riparian cor-
ridor of First Ponds Creek and the frag-
mented Alluvial Woodland.

Views to the south provide middle dis-
tance and internal views depending on the
density of the remnant vegetation or open
farming lands.

Views into the creek line are infrequent and

barely detectable as it has become highly
disturbed.

Development potential of Area:

¢ Given the sensitivity of the ecological and environmental significance of the riparian corridor of First Ponds Creek, any development along this corridor will require that a visual assessment is

First Ponds Creek Riparian Corridor

°
.
.
.
.
.

Visual Sensitivity:

From a ecological stand point the sensitiv-
ity of this view shed is considered to be
Medium High. Due to the creeks classifica-
tion as a 3rd order creek and as such it is
required to have a 60m riparian corridor
and is in need of rehabilitation.

Improved conditions and the requirement
for riparian rehabilitation will make First
Ponds Creek a highly visually sensitive area
in the future.

undertaken for all future development applications.

e The location lends itself as a potential large scaled ecological and landscape buffer to any development outside the riparian corridor easement. There presents the opportunity for either pub-

lic open space, trails and cycle ways along with environmental living to the fringes.

Visual Mitigation:

Visual Effect:

Any future development in and around
this location has been assessed as having a
Medium High visual effect due to its eco-
logically sensitive requirements and 60m
riparian corridor.

Preservation of the existing woodlands

is necessary to maintain this assessment.
The corridor will provide a visual buffer to
future development in the adjoining River-
stone Precinct.

Potential impact on RHHE:
There should be no visual impact on the
RHHE.

e Possible impacts could be minimised with the retention of Alluvial woodland vegetation along the creek line and rehabilitation and revegetation.

e Appropriate land use zoning with adequate planning controls on building heights, set backs, materials and finishes would be required in order to protect and enhance the riparian character.
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PHOTO LOCATION 7

Photo No 7a: 4895

Photo No 7b: 4897
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Viewpoint Analysis

Description of Views:

Photo location 7 is taken approximately half-
way along Tallawong Road from a high point
on a minor sloping ridge.

Photo 7a: The undulating nature of Talla-
wong Rd provides the opportunity for only
internal and framed views. The view to the
north east traverse a series of gentle slopes
falling away from the ridge line to the south,
south west. The views are framed by the road
side vegetation.

Photo 7b: The undulations start to flatten out
heading to the south east towards Schofields
Rd. The vegetation to the north eastern
boundary intensifies and the vegetation to
the south and south western boundary starts
to reduce due to the prevalence of small
farms and rural practices.

Development potential of Area:

Visual Sensitivity:

The area contained within these view sheds
is deemed as having a Medium Level of visual
sensitivity.

The vegetation that is located to the north
eastern boundary up into the ridge lines is
regarded as significant so as to provide a
visual buffer and maintain the rural landscape
character.

Visual Effect:

Any future development at this location has
been assessed as having a Medium visual
effect due to its relatively concealed location
from the visual catchment of the RHHE.

Potential impact on RHHE:

There should be no visual impact on the RHHE
as long as building heights remain under the
heights of the surrounding ridge lines.

e  Given the sensitivity of the cultural and historical significance of the RHHE, any develop-
ment within the RHHE visual curtilage will require that a concise visual assessment is
undertaken for each stage of all future development applications.

e The location lends itself suitable for controlled residential development with the opportu-
nity for higher density residential development further to the south east near the pro-
posed heavy rail stabling yard near Schofields Rd.

Visual Mitigation:

e Possible impacts could be minimised with the strategic retention of both Alluvial wood-
land along First Ponds Creek and woodland vegetation along the ridge line and road

reserve corridors.

e Appropriate land use zoning with adequate planning controls on building heights, set
backs, materials and finishes would be required in order to protect and enhance the rural

character of the Precinct.




PHOTO LOCATION 8

Soqth East/ Area 20

Photo No 8: 4901
Description of Views:

Photo location 8 is taken approximately
400m away from the intersection of Tal-
lawong Road and Schofields Rd. This area
will become a major intersection and entry
into Riverstone East Precinct from the

adjoining Ponds and Alex Avenue develop-
ments in the south east.

As the majority of the land has been
cleared and the slightly elevated location
there are middle distance views out to-
wards the south eastern horizon. Develop-
ment along the road reserve of Schofields
Rd can be seen in the middle distance.

Development potential of Area:

Tallawong Rd to Schofields Rd

Visual Sensitivity:

The area contained within this view shed
has been determined as having a Medium
level of visual sensitivity.

Tallawong RD

Visual Effect:

Any future development at this location
has been assessed as having a Medium
visual effect due to its relatively concealed
location from the visual catchment of

the RHHE. However, the visual effect will
increase with the proposed development of
the heavy rail stabling yard and increased
road usage along Schofields and Tallawong
Roads.

Potential impact on RHHE:

There should be no visual impact on the
RHHE as long as building heights remain
under the heights of the surrounding ridge
lines.

e The location lends itself suitable for controlled residential development with the opportunity for higher density residential development and employment zones around the proposed

heavy rail stabling yard near Schofields Rd.

Visual Mitigation:

e Possible impacts could be minimised with the strateqgic retention of both the Alluvial woodlands along First Ponds Creek to the south and existing woodland vegetation along the ridge
line and Cudgegong Reserve to the north. Further mitigation could be via the establishment of a vegetated link or habitat corridor linking the two woodland communities.
e Appropriate land use zoning with adequate planning controls on building heights, set backs, materials and finishes would be required in order to protect and enhance the rural charac-

ter of the Precinct.

PLACE

PLANNING DESIGN ENVIRONMENT

Viewpoint Analysis




PHOTO LOCATION 9

Photo No: 4905

Description of Views:

Photo location 9 is taken approximately
half way along Macquarie Rd just be-
fore the transmission easement looking
north east towards the intersection of
Cudgegong Road. This area is mid way
up a slope towards the ridge line located
near Cudgegong Rd and is defined by the
proximity of significant stands of Cumber-
land Plain Woodland being dissected by
the cleared vegetation for the transmission
easement.

The views, both to the north east and
south west, are framed by the encroach-
ing woodland vegetation along the road
reserve. This gives the perception of heavily
wooded vegetation to both sides of the
road corridor.

Development potential of Area:

North East to Cudgegong Rd.

Macquarie RD

Visual Sensitivity:

The area contained within this view shed
has been determined as having a High Level
of visual sensitivity.

This view is located on the back slope of
a natural high point near Cudgegong Rd
to the north. Its location resides behind
this ridge line separates this location from
the direct view of the RHHE. The vegeta-
tion that is located along the ridge lines is
regarded as important so as to provide a
visual buffer when looking from the RHHE
and also from the lower slopes of First
Ponds Creek looking northwards back into
the site.

It is also regarded as vitally important as

it provides a natural screen to hide the
stauncheon towers of the transmission line
that cuts its way from south east to north
west through the site.

Visual Effect:

Any future development at this location has
been assessed as having a Very High visual
effect due to its prominent location near

a high point and dense stands of native
vegetation. The woodland vegetation along
this ridge line is important as it helps form
the rural back ground to the RHHE.

Potential impact on RHHE:

Unless large areas of vegetation is pre-
served within an potentially extended
Cudgegong Reserve or within a landscape
buffer to both sides of the transmission
easement and road reserves, the visual
impact on the RHHE is Very High.

¢ The location lends itself suitable for controlled low density residential development with the opportunity for higher density residential development further down the ridge line with con-
trols on building heights so that they do not exceed the height of the vegetation on the ridge line.

Visual Mitigation:

e Possible impacts could be minimised with the strateqgic retention of woodland vegetation along the ridge line road reserves and along the transmission easement. Further mitigation
could be via the establishment of a vegetated link or extension of the existing Cudgegong Reserve to preserve the woodland communities along the ridge line.
e Appropriate land use zoning with adequate planning controls on building heights, set backs, materials and finishes would be required in order to protect and enhance the rural charac-

ter of the Precinct.
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PHOTO LOCATION 10

half way along Macquarie Rd and looking to  been determined as having a Very High Level
the south east along the cleared vegetation of visual sensitivity.

of the transmission easement. This area is

approximately 100m from the intersection of  This view looks back towards one of the
Cudgegong Rd. The framed view is contained perceived high points of the Precinct and

by the proximity of significant stands of Cum- includes the back slope of this natural high
berland Plain Woodland on either side of the  point. This location is on and behind the ridge
easement with more vegetation forming the  line and forms the backdrop of the middle

Important stand of vegetation Important stand of vegetation
as natural screen and possible  View South East to as natural screen and possible
. environmental protection tr?nsmission easement  environmental protection .
0 \ T L : Description of Views: Visual Sensitivity:
\ \ _, e f Photo location 10a is taken approximately The area contained within this view shed has

back ground of the middle distance view. distance views from the RHHE. The vegetation
that is located along the ridge line is regarded
Photo location 10b as critical so as to provide a visual landscape
) The view looking north west back up buffer when looking from the RHHE.
Photo No 10a: 4906 Cudgegong Rd to the ridge line contains
both the transmission easement and road It is also regarded as vitally important as
North West along  Important stand of veg- cuttings and significant stands of Cumber- it provides a natural screen to hide the
transmission ease-  etation as natural screen North West to Significant road land Plain Woodland vegetation along the stauncheon towers of the transmission line
ment and possible environ- Ridge line reserve vegetation road reserve. This gives the perception of that cuts its way from south east to north
: mental protection & : : heavily wooded vegetation to both sides of west through the site.
: Aol T bzet ' the road corridor and following the ridge
: line.
Visual Effect: Potential impact on RHHE:

Any future development at this location has  Unless large areas of vegetation is preserved
been assessed as having a Very High visual within an potentially extended Cudgegong
effect due to its prominent location near a Reserve or within a landscape buffer to both
- ; high point and dense stands of native vegeta- sides of the transmission easement and road
2 g Cudgegong RD o o tion. The woodland vegetation along this reserves, the visual impact on the RHHE is
Photo No 10b: 4915 ridge line is important as it helps form the Very High.

rural back ground to the RHHE.

Development potential of Area:

e The location lends itself suitable for controlled low density residential development with
the opportunity for higher density residential development further down the ridge line
with controls on building heights so that they do not exceed the height of the vegeta-
tion on the ridge line.

Visual Mitigation:

e Possible impacts could be minimised with the strategic retention of woodland vegeta-
tion along the ridge line road reserves and along the transmission easement. Further
mitigation could be via the establishment of a vegetated link or extension of the existing
Cudgegong Reserve to preserve the woodland communities along the ridge line.

e Appropriate land use zoning with adequate planning controls on building heights, set
backs, materials and finishes would be required in order to protect and enhance the rural
character of the Precinct.
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PHOTO LOCATION 11

&

Photo No 1

1a: 4913

Photo No 11b: 4914
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South East
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South East

Viewpoint Analysis

Description of Views:

Photo location 11a is taken approximately
from the perceived high point in this part of
the Precinct. Looking to the south east Mac-
quarie Rd is approximately 100m away to the
right. The framed view is contained by the
proximity of significant stands of Cumberland
Plain Woodland on either side of the road re-
serve with more vegetation forming the back
ground of the middle distance view.

Photo location 11b

The view looking south east along
Cudgegong Rd to the remnant vegetation
contained in either rural lots or within the
road reserve. The significant stands of Cum-
berland Plain Woodland vegetation gives the
perception of heavily wooded vegetation to
both sides of the road corridor and following
the ridge line.

Visual Effect:

Any future development at this location has
been assessed as having a Very High visual
effect due to its prominent location as a high
point and dense stands of native vegetation.
The woodland vegetation along this ridge
line is important as it helps form the rural
back ground to the RHHE.

Development potential of Area:

Visual Sensitivity:
The area contained within this view shed has
been determined as having a Very High Level
of visual sensitivity.

This view looks back to the south east from
one of the perceived high points of the Pre-
cinct and includes the back slope of this natu-
ral high point. This location is on the ridge
line that forms the backdrop of the middle
distance views from the RHHE. The vegetation
that is located along the ridge line is regarded
as vital so as to define the rural character of
the Precinct and provide a visual landscape
buffer when looking from the RHHE.

It is also regarded as vitally important as

it provides a natural screen to hide the
stauncheon towers of the transmission line
that cuts its way from south east to north
west through the site.

Potential impact on RHHE:

Unless large areas of vegetation is preserved
within an potentially extended Cudgegong
Reserve or within a landscape buffer to both
sides of the transmission easement and road
reserves, the visual impact on the RHHE is
Very High.

e The location lends itself suitable for controlled low density residential development with
the opportunity for higher density residential development further down the ridge line
with controls on building heights so that they do not exceed the height of the vegeta-

tion on the ridge line.

Visual Mitigation:

e Possible impacts could be minimised with the strategic retention of woodland vegeta-
tion along the ridge line road reserves and along the transmission easement. Further
mitigation could be via the establishment of a vegetated link or extension of the existing
Cudgegong Reserve to preserve the woodland communities along the ridge line.

e Appropriate land use zoning with adequate planning controls on building heights, set
backs, materials and finishes would be required in order to protect and enhance the rural

character of the Precinct




PHOTO LOCATION 12

S M Lt

Photo No: 4925

Description of Views:

Photo location 12 is taken from the south
east portion of Clarke Street and looks
west into the scattered remnants of Alluvial
Woodland vegetation that dot the alluvial
plains of First Ponds Creek.

The immediate and middle distance views
are of the scattered vegetation with grass-
land and pasture under story. Glimpses

of scattered rural residential dwellings are
possible through the trees.

Development potential of Area:

View West to First Ponds
Creek Riparian Corridor

Visual Sensitivity:

From a ecological stand point the sensitiv-
ity of this view shed is considered to be
Medium High. Due to the creeks classifica-
tion as a 3rd order creek and as such it is
required to have a 60m riparian corridor
and is in need of rehabilitation.

Improved conditions and the requirement
for riparian rehabilitation will make First
Ponds Creek a highly visually sensitive area
in the future.

Visual Effect:

Any future development in and around
this location has been assessed as having a
Medium High visual effect due to its eco-
logically sensitive requirements and 60m
riparian corridor.

Preservation of the existing woodlands

is necessary to maintain this assessment.
The corridor will provide a visual buffer to
future development in the adjoining River-
stone Precinct.

Potential impact on RHHE:
There should be no visual impact on the
RHHE.

e Given the sensitivity of the ecological and environmental significance of the riparian corridor of First Ponds Creek, any development along this corridor will require that a visual assess-
ment is undertaken for all future development applications.

e The location lends itself as a potential large scaled ecological and landscape buffer to any development outside the riparian corridor easement. There presents the opportunity for either

public open space, trails and cycle ways along with environmental living to the fringes.

Visual Mitigation:

e Possible impacts could be minimised with the retention of Alluvial woodland vegetation along the creek line and rehabilitation and revegetation.

e Appropriate land use zoning with adequate planning controls on building heights, set backs, materials and finishes would be required in order to protect and enhance the riparian char-

acter.
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PHOTO LOCATION 13

Photo No: 4929

Description of Views:

Photo location 13 is taken from approxi-
mately mid way along Clarke Street and
looks south east back into the scattered
remnants of Alluvial Woodland vegetation
that dot the alluvial plains of First Ponds
Creek.

The immediate and middle distance views
are of the scattered vegetation with grass-
land and pasture under story. Glimpses

of scattered rural residential dwellings are
possible through the trees.

The open channel that is First Ponds Ck
can be seen to the right and is in need of
rehabilitation due to disturbance from rural
and farming practices.

Development potential of Area:

View South East along First Ponds Creek
Riparian Corridor with existing farmland

Visual Sensitivity:

From a ecological stand point the sensitiv-
ity of this view shed is considered to be
Medium High. Due to the creeks classifica-
tion as a 3rd order creek and as such it is
required to have a 60m riparian corridor
and is in need of rehabilitation.

Improved conditions and the requirement
for riparian rehabilitation will make First
Ponds Creek a highly visually sensitive area
in the future.

Visual Effect:

Any future development in and around
this location has been assessed as having a
Medium High visual effect due to its eco-
logically sensitive requirements and 60m
riparian corridor.

Preservation of the existing woodlands

is necessary to maintain this assessment.
The corridor will provide a visual buffer to
future development in the adjoining River-
stone Precinct.

Potential impact on RHHE:
There should be no visual impact on the
RHHE.

e Given the sensitivity of the ecological and environmental significance of the riparian corridor of First Ponds Creek, any development along this corridor will require that a visual assess-
ment is undertaken for all future development applications.

e The location lends itself as a potential large scaled ecological and landscape buffer to any development outside the riparian corridor easement. There presents the opportunity for either

public open space, trails and cycle ways along with environmental living to the fringes.

Visual Mitigation:

e Possible impacts could be minimised with the retention of Alluvial woodland vegetation along the creek line and rehabilitation and revegetation.

e Appropriate land use zoning with adequate planning controls on building heights, set backs, materials and finishes would be required in order to protect and enhance the riparian char-

acter.
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PHOTO LOCATION 14

Photo No 14b: 4940

View South East
Fragmented Environment
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View North West :

Rural Use
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Viewpoint Analysis

Description of Views:

Photo location 14a

This view is taken mid way along the private
local road running perpendicular to, and ap-
proximately mid way along Clarke street. It is
taken from the lower slopes of the ridge line
that runs south east to north west through
the site. Looking to the south east the imme-
diate view is of open pasture and woodland
understory in the foreground with the middle
distance are significant stands of Cumber-
land Plain Woodland. The vegetation seems
largely disturbed with a mix of exotic species
amongst the native woodland.

Photo location 14b

This view looks north west over large rural al-
lotments dominated by cleared pastures. The
native vegetation has been mostly cleared
offering middle distance views over a large
expanse of cleared pasture dotted with spo-
radic native trees.

The dam in the foreground is the start of a
highly disturbed natural tributary that feeds
into First Ponds Creek.

Visual Effect:

The area contained within these view sheds
has been determined as having a Medium
level of visual sensitivity.

Development potential of Area:

Visual Sensitivity:

Any future development at this location has
been assessed as having a Medium visual
effect due to its relatively concealed location
from the visual catchment of the RHHE. How-
ever, the visual effect will increase appropri-
ate building height controls are established
for this area with more emphasis on building
heights placed further up the ridge.

Potential impact on RHHE:

There should be no visual impact on the RHHE
as long as building heights remain under the
heights of the trees on the surrounding ridge
lines.

* The location lends itself suitable for controlled residential development with the oppor-
tunity for medium density residential development further down the slope and along the
northern boundary alignment of Clarke Street.

Visual Mitigation:

e Possible impacts could be minimised with the retention and rehabilitation of the Alluvial
woodland along First Ponds Creek and strategic planting of ridge top landscape buffer
planting and possible open space opportunities at the high points of the ridge line.

e Appropriate land use zoning with adequate planning controls on building heights, set
backs, materials and finishes would be required in order to protect and enhance the rural

character of the Precinct.




PHOTO LOCATION 15

Clarke Street

Photo No 15a: 4941

North

%*

Photo No 15b: 4944

Fragmented Woodland
on low ridge. Visually
significant.
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Cleared Pastoral Land

Fragmented Woodland
on low ridge. Visually
significant.

Vieyv South East

View North East along Garfield Rd East

Viewpoint Analysis

Fragmented riparian Wood-
land within cleared agricul-

tural lands. Environmentally

significant

Garfield Rd East

_First Ponds Creek
: Riparian Corridor

Description of Views:

Photo location 15a

This view is taken from the corner of Clarke
Street looking south east along the road
reserve. It is taken from one of the lowest
points of the Precinct and is situated in a
small flood zone of First Ponds Creek.

Looking to the south east the immediate
view is of open pasture and market garden
farms in the foreground. Sporadic and frag-
mented Alluvial Woodland and Cumberland
Plain Woodland form the middle distance.

A rural residential dwelling dominates the
foreground.

Photo location 15b

This view looks north to north east over large
tracts of cleared pasture within rural allot-
ments. Dominated by cleared pastures in the
foreground the native vegetation has can

be seen in the middle distance on elevated
ground.

The pasture to the left of the image in the

foreground is the part of First Ponds Creek
and is susceptible to periodic flooding.

Development potential of Area:

Visual Sensitivity:

From a ecological stand point the sensitivity
of this view shed is considered to be Medium
High. Due to the creeks classification as a

3rd order creek and as such it is required to
have a 60m riparian corridor and is in need of
rehabilitation.

Improved conditions and the requirement for
riparian rehabilitation will make First Ponds
Creek a highly visually sensitive area in the
future.

Views to the north and north east are regard-
ed as having a visual sensitivity of Medium as
it is located on a possible future arterial road.

Visual Effect:

Any future development in and around the
location of First Ponds Ck has been assessed
as having a Medium High visual effect due
to its ecologically sensitive requirements and
60m riparian corridor.

The visual effect of any development to the
north and north east along Garfield Rd East
has been classified as Medium. The flood
zone to the left of the image and presence
of a transmission easement is not particularly
suitable for large scale residential develop-
ment and therefore lends itself to being
utilised as either further Riparian Corridor,
sports fields or potentially public open space.

Potential impact on RHHE:

There should be no visual impact on the
RHHE.

* The location to the east of Garfield Rd East lends itself suitable for controlled residential
development while the western site provides the opportunity for some residential devel-
opment on the higher grounds with public amenity such as sports fields, open space and
riparian corridor walks and trails located within the flood prone lands.

Visual Mitigation:

e Possible impacts could be minimised with the rehabilitation and revegetation of the Allu-
vial woodland along First Ponds Creek and strategic planting of landscape buffer planting
along the road reserve with large building set backs from the road.

e Appropriate land use zoning with adequate planning controls on building heights, set
backs, materials and finishes would be required in order to protect and enhance the rural

character of the Precinct.




PHOTO LOCATION 16

View North East to low Ridge line

Photo No 16a: 4946

South

Garfield Rd East

Photo No 16b: 4949
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South West

Description of Views:

Photo location 16a

This view is taken from approximately mid
way along Junction Rd looking north east up
to elevated land to the north of Garfield Rd
east near the corner of Windsor Rd.

The immediate view is of the open pasture of
either small farms or rural residential dwell-
ings in the foreground. Sparse and fragment-
ed Cumberland Plain Woodland intensifying
up on the higher ground forms the middle
distance.

Photo location 16b

This view looks taken near the corner of
Garfield Rd East and Junction Rd looks south
west and south from a slightly elevation posi-
tion over the flood plain of First Ponds Creek
in the middle distance.

The foreground is dominated with large
tracts of cleared pasture within rural allot-
ments while the native vegetation of the
flood plain within the Riverstone Precinct be-
yond First Ponds Creek can be seen forming a
natural screen in the middle distance.

Development potential of Area:

Visual Sensitivity:

Visual Sensitivity of the area captured in
photo 16a to the north west of the Precinct is
assessed as Medium High. It is expected that
development will take place in this location.
Although this location is on slightly elevated
ground it is not considered as being within
the visual curtilage of RHHE.

However, this location is prominent in the
landscape and will require some visual mitiga-
tion from landscape buffer planting to road
reserves and the opportunity for a vegetated
neighbourhood park located along high
points or ridge line to keep this assessment.

The area shown in image 16b is classified as
having a visual sensitivity of Medium due to
its low topographic setting and disturbed pas-
ture and location of a transmission easement
dissecting this part of the site.

Visual Effect:

The visual effect of any development in the
area to the north along Garfield Rd East as
seen in image 16a has been classified as
Medium High.

The visual effect on the area shown in photo
16b is deemed to be Medium. The flood
zone shown in the image and presence of a
transmission easement makes this part of the
site not particularly suitable for large scale
residential development and therefore lends
itself to being utilised as either further Ripar-
ian Corridor, sports fields or potentially public
open space.

Potential impact on RHHE:

As this area is considered to be outside the
historic and cultural visual curtilage of the
RHHE, there should be no visual impact on
the RHHE.

e The slightly elevated location to the north of Garfield Rd East lends itself suitable for con-

trolled residential development.

* The western site provides the opportunity for some possible environmental living residen-
tial development on the higher grounds with public amenity such as sports fields, open
space and riparian corridor walks and trails located within the flood prone lands.

Visual Mitigation:

e Possible impacts could be minimised with the rehabilitation and revegetation of the Allu-
vial woodland along First Ponds Creek and strategic planting of landscape buffer planting
along the road reserve with increased building set backs from the road.

e Appropriate land use zoning with adequate planning controls on building heights, set
backs, materials and finishes would be required in order to protect and enhance the rural

character of the Precinct




3.2 Summary of Existing Conditions Visual
Analysis.

In summary, there are four significant and visually sensi-
tive areas within the Precinct of Riverstone East and
they include the following:

Rouse Hill House Estate and surrounds;

Rouse Hill Regional Park and extension;
Cumberland Plain Woodland vegetation to ridge
lines and Alluvial Woodland to First Ponds Creek;
and

Historic and present rural characteristics.

Based on the significance of the above visually sensi-
tive elements a summary of the findings of this visual
analysis study is as follows:

e Any development within the Visual Heritage Cur-
tilage of the Rouse Hill Estate and Regional Park is
required to provide a stringent visual impact report
for each stage of development that falls within this
visual catchment.

e All development within the heritage curtilage
should be considered for the potential impacts on
the physical and cultural landscape of the RHHE.

e The visual effect is related to any development
within the visual catchment of the RHHE. Any
development within close proximity to the RHHE
are likely to have the greater visual impact and will
need to be assessed accordingly.

e The existing Cumberland Plain Woodland on the
ridge lines and Alluvial Woodland occurring along
First Ponds Creek are important visual and natural
buffers to any future development and should be
retained as much as possible.

e Appropriate land use zoning with adequate plan-
ning controls on building heights, set backs,
materials and finishes would be required in order
to protect and enhance the rural character of the
Precinct. These measures will be discussed in more
detail in the following chapter.
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